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Sec. 2-2-1 

Common Council 

Alderpersons 

Mayor 

President of the Council 

Committee of the Whole 
General Powers of the Common Council 

Cooperation with Other Municipalities 

Internal Powers of the Council 

Salaries 

Meetings 

Special Meetings 

Open Meetings 

Quorum 

Presiding Officers 

Order of Business 
Introduction of Business, Resolutions and Ordinances; 

Disposition of Communications 

Publication and Effect of Ordinances 

Conduct of Deliberations 

Reconsideration of Questions 

Call for the Previous Question 

Amendment of Rules 

Suspension of Rules 

Common Council. 

The Alderpersons of the City of Washburn shall constitute the Common Council. The Common 
Council shall be vested with all the powers of the City not specifically given some other officer, 
as well as those powers set forth elsewhere throughout this Code. 

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11, Wis. Stats. 
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Sec. 2-2-2 Alderpersons. 

(a) Purpose. Section 62.08(1), Wis. Stats., requires cities to readjust their aldermanic districts
after readjusting their wards under Sec. 5.15, Wis. Stats., so that such districts are as
compact in area as possible and contain, as nearly as practicable by combining contiguous
full wards, an equal number of inhabitants according to the most recent decennial federal
census of population.

(b) Aldermanlc Districts Established. The entire City of Washburn shall be divided into
three (3) Aldermanic Districts numbered Districts One (1) through Three (3); comprised of
four (4) Wards, which shall be numbered Wards One (1) through Four (4) and are
described in Section 2-1-6 of this Code of Ordinances. The Aldermanic Districts defined
below comply with the requirement of Sec. 62.08(1), Wis. Stats., in that they contain, as
nearly as practicable, an equal number of inhabitants according to the 2010 federal census.
District populations are as follows:
(1) District 1 - Ward 1. Population seven hundred forty-two (742).
(2) District 2 - Ward 2 and Ward 3. Population seven hundred ninety-seven (697).
(3) District 3 - Ward 4. Population seven hundred seventy-eight (678).

( c) Election of Alderpersons.

(1) District 1. District 1 to be represented by two (2) Alderpersons elected by the
electors thereof for a two (2) year staggered term of office so that one (1) Alderperson
shall be elected in both the odd- and even-numbered years.

(2) District 2. District 2 to be represented by two (2) Alderpersons elected by the
electors thereof for a two (2) year staggered term of office so that one (1) Alderperson
shall be elected in both the odd- and even-numbered years.

(3) District 3. District 3 to be represented by two (2) Alderpersons elected by the
electors thereof for a two (2) year staggered term of office so that one (1) Alderperson
shall be elected in both the odd- and even-numbered years.

(4) At-Large Seat. A seat is created on the Common Council to be filled by an
Alderperson elected at large by all electors of the City of Washburn for a two (2) year
term of office in the odd-numbered years.

(d) Polling Place. All elections to be conducted at the Washburn's City Hall Building
designated as the Polling Place.

(e) Inapplicability of Statutes. Pursuant to Sec. 66.0101(4), Wis. Stats., the City hereby
elects that the portion of Sec. 62.08(1), Wis. Stats., of the Wisconsin Statutes requiring
Aldermanic Districts to be comprised of all Wards shall not apply to the City of Washburn.

(f) Appointment as Mayor. An Alderperson shall be eligible for appointment as Mayor to
fill an unexpired term.

Note: The provisions of the Ordinance of Incorporation of the City of Wash burn and
Charter Ordinance 2-1-6, adopted September, 2001, effective January 2002, and any other
provisions of any charter, charter ordinance, ordinance, or resolution of the City of
Washburn defining wards, aldermanic districts, or the number of Alderpersons to be elected

Supp. 8-11 



Mayor; Common Council 

2-2-2

therefrom, are hereby repealed and replaced. This is a Charter Ordinance, effective 
January, 2012. 

State Law Reference: Secs. 5.15, 62.08(1) and 62.09, Wis. Stats. 
Cross-Reference: Section 2-1-6 Wards. 

Sec. 2-2-3 Mayor. 

(a) Election. The Mayor shall be elected in even-numbered years for a term of four (4) years.

(b) Duties.

(1) The Mayor shall be the Chief Executive officer of the City. The Mayor shall take
care that City ordinances and the State Statutes are observed and enforced.

(2) The Mayor shall, from time to time, provide the Council such information and
recommend such measures as he/she may deem advantageous to the City. When
present, he/she shall preside at the meetings of the Council. The Mayor may, by
written referral, submit matters to any advisory committee as established within the
Code as it deems appropriate and in accordance with the duties and responsibilities
of that particular advisory committee.

(3) The Mayor shall have such other duties and responsibilities as are prescribed in the
Wisconsin Statutes.

(c) Veto Power. The Mayor shall have the veto power as to all acts of the Common Council
except such as to which it is expressly or by necessary implications otherwise provided.
All such acts shall be submitted to the Mayor by the City Clerk-Treasurer, and shall be
enforced upon his/her approval, evidenced by his/her signature, or upon his/her failing to
approve and disapprove within five (5) days, which fact shall be certified thereon by the
Clerk-Treasurer. If the Mayor disapproves, he/she shall file his/her objection with the
Clerk-Treasurer, who shall present it to the Common Council at its next regular meeting.
A two-thirds (2/3) vote of all the members of the Common Council shall be necessary to
make the act effective, notwithstanding the objection of the Mayor.

Note: This is a Charter Ordinance adopted December 14, 2020, as follows: 

(1) Two-thirds Vote. A two-thirds vote of the members of the Common Council of the
City of Wash bum occurred, but this Charter Ordinance did not take effect until sixty
(60) days after its passage and publication and was subject to the referendum
provisions prescribed in Sec. 66.0101, Wis. Stats.

(2) Publication. This Charter Ordinance, after its adoption by the Common Council, was
published as a Class 1 notice under Sec. Ch. 985, Wis. Stats.

(3) Records. This Charter Ordinance, after its adoption by the Common Council, was
recorded by the City Clerk-Treasurer of the City of Washburn in a permanent book
containing Charter Ordinances with a statement of the manner of its adoption.
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Sec. 2-2-9 Salaries. 

The Mayor and Alderpersons who make up the Common Council, whether operating under 
general or special law, may, by majority vote of all the members of the Common Council, 
determine that an annual salary or per diem compensation be paid the Mayor and Alderpersons. 

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.09(6), Wis. Stats. 

Sec. 2-2-10 Meetings of the Common Council. 

(a) Annual Organization Meeting. Following a regular City election, the Common Council
shall meet on the second Monday of April for the purpose of organization.

(b) Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Common Council shall be held on the second
Monday of each calendar month. Any regular meetings falling upon a legal holiday shall
be held on the next following secular day, at the same hour and place, or as otherwise
designated by majority vote of the Common Council. All meetings of the Common
Council shall be held in the Washburn City Hall, including special and adjourned meetings,
unless another location is designated by the Common Council at a previous meeting.

(c) Attendance. Any Alderperson who intends to be absent from a regular Council meeting
should notify the City Clerk-Treasurer no later than noon preceding the meeting.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11(2), Wis. Stats. 

Sec. 2-2-11 Special Meetings. 

(a) Special meetings may be called by the Mayor or by two (2) Alderpersons upon written
notice of the time and purpose thereof to each member of the Common Council delivered
to him/her personally or left at his/her usual place of abode at least six (6) hours before the
meeting. The City Clerk-Treasurer shall cause an affidavit of service of such notice to be
filed in his/her office prior to the time fixed for such special meetings. A special meeting
may be held without such notice when all members of the Common Council are present in
person, or consent in writing to the holding of such a meeting, provided the provisions of
Wisconsin's Open Meeting Law are complied with. If written consent is obtained, it shall
be filed with the City Clerk-Treasurer prior to the beginning of the meeting. Attendance
by any Council member shall be deemed a waiver on his/her part of any defect of notice.
Any special meeting attended by all Alderpersons shall be a regular meeting for the
transaction of any business that may come before such meeting.

(b) Non-governmental parties requesting a special meeting of the Common Council may be
required to pay the actual cost of the meeting or portion thereof.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11(2), Wis. Stats. 
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Sec. 2-2-12 Open Meetings. 

Except as provided in Sec. 19.85, Wis. Stats., all meetings of the Common Council, committees 
thereof, and boards, committees and commissions, shall be open to the public. 

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11(3)(c) and Ch. 19, Subch. IV, Wis. Stats. 

Sec. 2-2-13 Quorum. 

(a) A majority of the members-elect of the Common Council shall constitute a quorum, but a
lesser number may adjourn if a majority is not present or compel the attendance of absent
members. The Mayor shall not be counted in computing a quorum. No action shall be
taken unless a quorum is present.

(b) The Common Council may, by a majority vote of those present, adjourn from time to time
to a specific date and hour.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11 (3)(b ), Wis. Stats. 

Sec. 2-2-14 Presiding Officers. 

(a) Presiding Officer. The Mayor shall preside over all meetings of the Common Council.
In the absence of the Mayor, the President of the Council shall preside. In case of absence
of the Mayor and President of the Council, the City Clerk-Treasurer shall call the meeting
to order and the senior A,lderperson present shall be the president pro tern.

(b) Duties. The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum, decide all questions of
order, and conduct the proceedings of the meeting in accordance with the parliamentary
rules contained in Robert's Rules of Order, (Revised), unless otherwise provided by statute
or by these rules. Any member shall have the right to appeal from a decision of the
presiding officer. An appeal shall be sustained by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members
present excluding the Mayor. In the absence of the City Clerk-Treasurer, the presiding
officer shall appoint a clerk pro tern.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.09(8), Wis. Stats. 

Sec. 2-2-15 Order of Business. 

(a) Order of Business. At all regular meetings, the order of business shall be according to
the tentative agenda prepared by the City Clerk-Treasurer and distributed to the Mayor and
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each member of the Common Council no later than two (2) Fridays preceding the regular 
meeting. Members of the Common Council and City officers desiring a matter to be placed 
on the agenda shall submit the same to the City Clerk-Treasurer, who shall be responsible 
for agenda preparation and distribution, not later than noon two (2) Mondays before the 
regular meeting. Generally, the following order may be observed in the conduct of all 
meetings of the Common Council: 
(1) Call to order.
(2) Approval of the agenda.
(3) Approval of the Common Council meeting minutes.
(4) Payment of bills.
(5) Committee Reports.
(6) Unfinished business.
(7) New business.
(8) Such other matters as are authorized by law.
(9) Adjournment.

(b) Order to be Followed; Citizen Comments. No business shall be taken up out of order
unless by unanimous consent of all aldermen and in the absence of any debate whatsoever.
The Mayor or presiding officer may impose a time limit on the length of time citizens may
address the Common Council.

(c) Roll Call; Procedure When Quorum Lacking. As soon as the Common Council shall be
called to order, the City Clerk-Treasurer shall proceed to call the names of the members,
noting who are present and who are absent and record the same in the proceedings of the
Common Council. If it shall appear that there is not a quorum present, the fact shall be
entered on the journal and the Common Council shall adjourn.

Sec. 2-2-16 Introduction of Business, Resolutions and 
Ordinances; Disposition of Communications. 

(a) Ordinances to be in Writing. All ordinances submitted to the Council shall be in writing
and shall begin with a title and the name of the Alderperson or Mayor introducing the
same. Any written material introduced may be referred to the appropriate committee
pursuant to Section 2-2-5. Any member of the Common Council may require the reading
in full of any ordinance or resolution at any time it is before the Council.

(b) Subject and Numbering of Ordinances. Each ordinance shall be related to no more than
one (1) subject. Amendment or repeal of ordinances shall only be accomplished if the
amending or repealing ordinance contains the number and title of the ordinance to be
amended or repealed, and title of amending and repealing ordinances shall reflect their
purpose to amend or repeal.

(c) Notice.

(1) The Common Council may take action on an ordinance only if it appears on the
written agenda for the meeting at which action is requested.
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(2) Ordinances will be placed on the agenda for Common Council action only if they are
submitted to the City Clerk-Treasurer in written form not later than noon on the
Friday prior to the meeting at which action is requested.

Sec. 2-2-17 Publication and Effect of Ordinances. 

(a) Publication. All general ordinances of the City of Washburn and all regulations imposing
any penalty shall be published in the official paper of the City once and shall be
immediately recorded, with the affidavit of publication, by the City Clerk-Treasurer in a
book kept for that purpose. A printed copy of such ordinance or regulation in any book,
pamphlet or newspaper and published or purporting to be published therein by direction of
the Common Council shall be prima facie proof of due passage, publication and recording
thereof.

(b) Effective Date. All ordinances shall take effect and be in force from and after passage
and publication, unless otherwise provided and published copies thereof shall have
appended the date of first publication.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11(4), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-18 Conduct of Deliberations. 

(a) A roll call shall not be necessary on any questions or motions except as follows:
(1) When the ayes and noes are requested by any member.
(2) When required by the State Statutes of Wisconsin.

(b) All aye and nay votes shall be recorded in the official minutes.
( c) Except as provided below, the Common Council shall in all other respects determine the

rules of its procedure, which shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Order (Revised 1951 ),
which is hereby incorporated by reference, unless otherwise provided by ordinance or
Statute, except when otherwise limited or modified by this Code of Ordinances;
(1) No Alderperson shall address the Common Council until he/she has been recognized

by the presiding officer. The Alderperson shall thereupon address himself/herself to
the presiding officer and confine his/her remarks to the question under discussion.

(2) When two (2) or more members simultaneously seek recognition, the presiding officer
shall name the member who is to speak first.

(3) No person other than an Alderperson shall address the Common Council except under
order of business, except that citizens may address the Council with the permission
of the presiding officer as to matters which are being considered by the Council at the
time.

Supp. 12-21 




























































