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Sec. 2-1-1 City Government.

(a)

(b)

Mayor-Council Government. The City of Washburn is a body corporate and politic with
the powers of a municipality at common law and governed by the provisions of Chapters 62
and 66 of the Wisconsin Statutes, laws amending those chapters, other acts ol the
legislature and the Constitution ol the State of Wisconsin. The City of Washburn operates
under the Mayor-Council form of government under Chapter 62, Wis. Stats.

Division of Responsibilities.

(h

(2)

State

Legislative Branch. The Common Council is the legislative branch of City
Government. Its primary business is the passage of laws in the form of ordinances
or resolutions which shall prescribe what the law shall be, not only in relation to the
particular facts existing at the time, but as to all future cases arising under it. The
Common Council shall fix the salaries of all officers and employees of the City, and
be charged with the official management of the City's financial affairs, its budget, its
revenues and the raising of funds necessary for the operation of the City.
Executive Branch. The Mayor shall be the chief executive otficer. The Mayor shall
take care that all City ordinances and state laws are observed and enforced and that
all City officers, boards, committees and commissions discharge their duties. When
present, the Mayor shall preside at the meetings of the Common Council. The Mayor
shall from time to time give the Common Council such information and recommend
such measures as he/she may deem advantageous to the City of Washburn.

Law Reference: Wis. Const., Art. XI, Sec. 3.
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Sec. 2-1-2 Reserved for Future Use.

(Reserved for future use)

Sec. 2-1-3 Appointment of Election Officials.

There shall be a minimum of five (5) inspectors for each polling place at each election held
under Chapters 5 to 12, Wis. Stats., and a minimum of seven (7) inspectors lor cach polling place
for presidential elections. When voting machines are used, the number of inspectors may be
reduced (o five (5). Inspectors shall be appointed as provided in Sec. 7.30, Wis. Stats.

State Law Reference: Secc. 7.30, Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-1-4 Elections.

(a) Annual City Election. The annual City election shall be held on the first Tuesday in
April.

(b) Polling Hours. The polls for all elections shall open at 8:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.
The rules for provision of voting booths, ballots and election officials and all of the rules
for conduct of elections in Title I, Wisconsin Statutes, shall apply to elections in the City
ol Washburn.

(c) Polling Places. The designated polling place for all wards of the City of Washburn shall
be at the City Hall, or as designated by the Common Council.

Sec. 2-1-5 Non-Partisan Primary for City Offices.

Whencver three (3) or more candidates file nomination papers, candidates for elective City of
Washburn offices shall be nominated by a non-partisan primary conducted pursuant to
Sec. 8.05(4), Wis. Stats. Such candidate shall file with his/her nomination papers a declaration
that he/she will qualify for the office to which he/she may be clected.

State Law Reference: Sccs. 8.05(4) and 8.11, Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-1-6 Wards.

(a) Purpose. Section 5.15, Wis. Stats., requires cities to readjust their ward boundaries after
each decennial federal census. For cities under ten thousand (10,000) population, each
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(b)

2-1-6

ward shall contain not less than three hundred (300) nor more than one thousand (1,000)
inhabitants. According to the 2010 federal census, the population of the City of Washburn
is two thousand one hundred and seventeen (2,117) inhabitants.

Wards Established. The entire City of Washburm shall be divided into four (4) wards,
which shall be numbered Wards One (1) through Four (4) and are described as follows.
This is a Charter Ordinance, effective January 2012. Whenever a street or avenue is
designated as the boundary of a ward, it is the centerline of that street or avenue that shall
be the boundary:

(1

)

3)

4

Ward One. Bounded on the cast by the corporate limits; bounded on the south by
Lake Superior; westerly along Lake Superior to the mid-point of the south end of the
commercial dock; thence in a straight line to the intersection of the termini of Central
Avenue and 1st Avenue East; north on 1st Avenue East to Washington Avenue; north
on Washington Avenue to the corporate limits. The population ol Ward One is seven
hundred and forty-two (742).

Ward Two. Commencing at the mid-point of the south end of the commercial dock;
thence in a straight line to the intersection of the termini of Central Avenue and 1st
Avenue East; north on 1st Avenue East to Washington Avenue; south to West 3rd
Street; then west to 4th Avenue West; then south to West Holman Lakeview Drive;
then west to 6th Avenue West; then south on 6th Avenue West to Lake Drive; then
west on Lake Drive to platted 7th Avenue West; then south to Lake Superior. The
population of Ward Two is three hundred and fourteen (314).

Ward Three. Commencing at the intersection of Washington Avenue and West 5th
Street; south on Washington Avenue to West 3rd Street; west to 4th Avenue West;
south to West Holman Lakeview Drive; west to 6th Avenue West; north to West
Omaha Street; west to 8th Avenue West; north to West Sth Street; east to the point
of beginning at the intersection of Washington Avenue. The population of Ward
Three is three hundred and eighty-three (383).

Ward Four. Bounded on the south, west, and north by the corporate limits; south
from the north corporate limits on Washington Avenue to West Sth Street; west to 8th
Avenue West; south to West Omaha Street; east to 6th Avenue West; south to Lake
Drive; west to platied 7th Avenue West; south to Lake Superior; and west along the
Lake Superior shore to the corporate limits. The population of Ward Four is six
hundred seventy eight (678).

Note: This is a Charter Ordinance, etfective January, 2012.

State Law Reference: Section 5.15, Wis. Stats.
Cross-Reference: Section 2-2-2  Alderpersons

Sec. 2-1-7 Existing Text Modifications.

The provisions of the Ordinance of Incorporation of the City of Washburn and Charter Ordinance
2-1-6, adopted October 1991, effective Janvary 1992, and any other provisions of any charter,
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charter ordinance, ordinance or resolution of the City of Washburn defining wards, aldermanic
districts, or the number of Alderpersons to be elected therefrom, are hereby repealed and
replaced. This is a Charter Ordinance (Ordinance 04-008), effective January, 2002. This Charter
Ordinance specifically amends Sections 2-2-3(b), 2-2-5(a) and 2-2-6(a) and creates Sections
2-4-14 through 2-4-20.

Sec. 2-1-8 Official Newspaper; Legal Posting.

(a) Publication. When publication is used for official notices instcad of legal posting, the
official newspaper of the City of Washburn shall be as designated by the Common Council.

An olficial newspaper is required Lo be used when such newspaper is published within the

boundaries of the City, otherwisc legal posting may be utilized.

(b) Legal Posting. When legal posting is used instead of publication, legal posting shall be
done by either of the following ways:

(1) The notice is posted in at least one (1) public place likely to give notice Lo persons
affected —and 1is— placedelectronically-on—an—internet site -maintained by the
municipality; or

(2) The notice is posted in a minimum of three (3) public places likely to give notice to
persons affected.

State Law Reference: Secs. 985.02 and 985.06, Wis. Stats.
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Common Council.

The Alderpersons of the City of Wisconsin shall constitute the Common Council. The Common
Council shall be vested with all the powers of the City not specifically given some other officer,
as well as those powers set forth elsewhere throughout this Code.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11, Wis. Stats.

Supp. 8-11



Mayor; Common Council

2-2-2

Sec. 2-2-2 Alderpersons.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

()

Supp.

Purpose. Section 62.08(1), Wis. Stats., requires cities to readjust their aldermanic districts
after readjusting their wards under Sec. 5.15, Wis. Stats., so that such districts are as
compact in area as possible and contain, as nearly as practicable by combining contiguous
full wards, an equal number of inhabitants according to the most recent decennial federal
census of population.

Aldermanic Districts Established. The entire City of Washburn shall be divided into

three (3) Aldermanic Districts numbered Districts One (1) through Three (3); comprised of

four (4) Wards, which shall be numbered Wards One (1) through Four (4) and are
described in Section 2-1-6 of this Code of Ordinances. The Aldermanic Districts defined
below comply with the requirement of Sec. 62.08(1), Wis. Stats., in that they contain, as
nearly as practicable, an equal number of inhabitants according to the 2010 federal census.

District populations are as follows:

(1) District 1 — Ward 1. Population seven hundred forty-two (742).

(2) District 2 — Ward 2 and Ward 3. Population seven hundred ninety-seven (697).

(3) District 3 — Ward 4. Population seven hundred seventy-eight (678).

Election of Alderpersons.

(1) District 1. District | to be represented by two (2) Alderpersons elected by the
electors thereof for a two (2) year staggered term of office so that one (1) Alderperson
shall be elected in both the odd- and even-numbered years.

(2) District 2, District 2 to be represented by two (2) Alderpersons elected by the
electors thereof for a two (2) year staggered term of office so that one (1) Alderperson
shall be elected in both the odd- and even-numbered years.

(3) District 3. District 3 to be represented by two (2) Alderpersons elected by the
electors thereof for a two (2) year staggered term of office so that one (1) Alderperson
shall be elected in both the odd- and even-numbered years.

(4) At-Large Seat. A seat is created on the Common Council to be filled by an
Alderperson elected at large by all electors of the City of Washburn for a two (2) year
term of office in the odd-numbered years.

Polling Place. All elections to be conducted at the Washburn's City Hall Building

designated as the Polling Place.

Inapplicability of Statutes. Pursuant to Sec. 66.0101(4), Wis. Stats., the City hereby

elects that the portion of Sec. 62.08(1), Wis. Stats., of the Wisconsin Statutes requiring

Aldermanic Districts to be comprised of all Wards shall not apply to the City of Washburn.

Appointment as Mayor. An Alderperson shall be eligible for appointment as Mayor to

fill an unexpired term.

Note: The provisions of the Ordinance of Incorporation of the City of Washburn and
Charter Ordinance 2-1-6, adopted September, 2001, effective January 2002, and any other
provisions of any charter, charter ordinance, ordinance, or resolution of the City of
Washburn defining wards, aldermanic districts, or the number of Alderpersons to be elected
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therefrom, are hereby repealed and replaced. This is a Charter Ordinance, effective
January, 2012.

State Law Reference: Secs. 5.15, 62.08(1) and 62.09, Wis. Stats.
Cross-Reference: Section 2-1-6 Wards.

Sec. 2-2-3 Mayor.

()
(b)

()

Election. The Mayor shall be elected in even-numbered years for a term of two (2) years.

Duties.

(1) The Mayor shall be the Chief Executive officer of the City. The Mayor shall take
care that City ordinances and the State Statutes are observed and enforced.

(2) The Mayor shall, from time to time, provide the Council such information and
recommend such measures as he/she may deem advantageous to the City. When
present, he/she shall preside at the meetings of the Council. The Mayor may, by
written referral, submit matters to any advisory committee as established within the
Code as it deems appropriate and in accordance with the duties and responsibilities
of that particular advisory committee.

(3) The Mayor shall have such other duties and responsibilities as are prescribed in the
Wisconsin Statutes.

Veto Power. The Mayor shall have the veto power as to all acts of the Council except

such as to which it is expressly or by necessary implications otherwise provided. All such

acts shall be submitted to the Mayor by the City Clerk-Treasurer, and shall be enforced
upon his/her approval, evidenced by his/her signature, or upon his/her failing to approve
and disapprove within five (5) days, which fact shall be certified thereon by the Clerk-

Treasurer. If the Mayor disapproves, he/she shall file his/her objection with the Clerk-

Treasurer, who shall present it to the Common Council at its next regular meeting. A two-

thirds (2/3) vote of all the members of the Council shall be necessary to make the act

effective, notwithstanding the objection of the Mayor.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.09(8), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-4 President of the Council.

The Common Council at its first meeting subsequent to the regular election and qualification of
new members shall, after organization, annually choose from its members a President who, in
the absence of the Mayor, shall preside at meetings of the Council and, during the absence or
inability of the Mayor, shall have the powers and duties of the Mayor, except that he/she shall
not have power to approve an act of the Common Council which the Mayor has disapproved, by
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filing objections with the City Clerk-Treasurer. He/she shall, when so officiating, be styled
"Acting Mayor." The President of the Council shall be elected for a one (1) year term of office.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.08(9)(e), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-5 Commiittee of the Whole.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Supp.

Composition. The entire Common Council for the City of Washburn shall constitute a
Committee of the Whole. The Committee of the Whole may, by written referral or by
notation in the minutes, submit matters to any Council standing committee, ad hoc
committee, or advisory committee as established within the Code as it deems appropriate
and in accordance with the duties and responsibilities of that particular standing, ad hoc or
advisory committee.
Powers. The Committee of the Whole of the Common Council for the City of Washburn
shall have power and authority to appoint, from time to time as deemed necessary by a
majority vote of the Committee of the Whole, ad hoc or advisory committees to consist of
both citizens, Committee of the Whole members, City employees, or any combination
thereof, as directed by the Committee of the Whole and shall have full and final authority,
as provided for by motion or resolution, to state the number of members and object thereof
and to perform such duties as may be assigned to them and to terminate said ad hoc or
advisory committees when necessary.

Ad Hoc Committees. The Mayor may, from time to time, appoint such ad hoc or

advisory committee(s) as he/she may deem advisable or as provided for by motion or

resolution of the Common Council or the Committee of the Whole, stating the number of
members, and object thereof and to perform such duties as may be assigned to them.

Reference and Report.

(1) The Mayor may refer new business coming before the Common Council for the City
of Washburn to the Committee of the Whole or to the appropriate ad hoc or advisory
committee, unless otherwise referred or disposed of by motion of the Common
Council.

(2) Any written Committee of the Whole, ad hoc or advisory committee report shall be
filed with the City Clerk-Treasurer not later than noon on the Friday preceding the
next regular meeting of the Common Council. Such report shall recommend a
definite action on each item before said committee and shall be approved by a
majority of the Committee of the Whole, ad hoc committee or advisory committee.

Cooperation of City Officers. All City officers and employees shall, upon request of the

Common Council, the Committee of the Whole, ad hoc committee or advisory committee,

confer with said committee(s) and supply to it such information as may be requested in

connection with any matter pending before said Committee.

Cross-Reference: Section 2-4-1, Standing Council Committees.
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Sec. 2-2-6 General Powers of the Common Council.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

General. The Common Council shall be vested with all the powers of the City of
Washburn not specifically given some other officer. Except as otherwise provided by law,
the Common Council shall have the management and control of the City property, finances,
highways, streets, navigable waters and the public service, and shall have the power to act
for the government and good order of the City, for its commercial benefit and for the
health, safety, welfare and convenience of the public, and may carry its powers into effect
by license, regulation, suppression, borrowing, taxation, special assessment, appropriation,
fine, imprisonment and other necessary or convenient means. The powers hereby conferred
shall be in addition to all other grants and shall be limited only by express language. The
Committee of the Whole may, by written referral, submit matters to any advisory
committee as established within the duties and responsibilities of that particular advisory
committee.

Acquisition and Disposal of Property. The Common Council may acquire property, real
or personal, within or without the City, for parks, libraries, historic places, recreation,
beautification, streets, waterworks, sewage or waste disposal, harbors, improvement of
watercourses, public grounds, vehicle parking areas and for any other public purpose; may
acquire real property within or continuous to the City, by means other than condemnation,
for industrial sites; may improve and beautify the same; may construct, own, lease and
maintain buildings on such property for instruction, recreation, amusement and other public
purposes; and may sell and convey such City-owned property, except dedicated, platted
parks.

Acquisition of Easements and Property Rights. Confirming all powers granted to the
Common Council and in furtherance thereof, the Council is expressly authorized to acquire
by gift, purchase or condemnation under Ch. 32, Wis. Stats., any and all property rights in
lands or waters, including rights of access and use, negative or positive easements,
restrictive covenants, covenants running with land, scenic easements and any rights for use
of property of any nature whatsoever, however denominated, which may be lawfully
acquired for the benefit of the public or for any public purpose, including the exercise of
powers granted under Sec. 62.23, Wis. Stats.; and may sell and convey such easements or
property rights when no longer needed for public use or protection.

City Finances. The Common Council may levy and provide for the collection of taxes
and special assessments; may refund any tax or special assessment paid, or any part thereof,
when satisfied that the same was unjust or illegal; and generally may manage the City
finances.

Construction of Powers. Consistent with the purpose of giving to cities the largest
measure of self-government in accordance with the spirit of the home rule amendment to
the Constitution, the grants of power to the Common Council in this Section and throughout
this Code of Ordinances shall be liberally construed in favor of the rights, powers and
privileges of cities to promote the general welfare, peace, good order and prosperity of the
City of Washburn and its inhabitants.
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State Law Reference: Art. XI, Sec. 3, Wis. Const.; Sections 62.09(7) and 62.11, Wis.
Stats.

Sec. 2-2-7 Cooperation with Other Municipalities.

The Common Council, on behalf of the City, may join with other villages, towns, or cities or
other governmental entities in a cooperative arrangement for executing any power or duty in
order to attain greater economy or efficiency, including joint employment of appointive officers
and employees and joint purchasing programs.

State Law Reference: Sec. 66.30, Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-8 Internal Powers of the Council.

The Common Council has the power to preserve order at its meetings, compel attendance of
Alderpersons and punish nonattendance. The Common Council shall be judge of the election and
qualification of its members.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11, Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-9 Salaries.

The Mayor and Alderpersons who make up the Common Council, whether operating under
general or special law, may, by majority vote of all the members of the Common Counclil,
determine that an annual salary or per diem compensation be paid the Mayor and Alderpersons.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.09(6), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-10 Meetings of the Common Council.

(a) Annual Organization Meeting. Following a regular City election, the Common Council
shall meet on the second Monday of April for the purpose of organization.

(b) Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Common Council shall be held on the second
Monday of each calendar month. Any regular meetings falling upon a legal holiday shall
be held on the next following secular day, at the same hour and place, or as otherwise
designated by majority vote of the Common Council. All meetings of the Common
Council shall be held in the Washburn City Hall, including special and adjourned meetings,
unless another location is designated by the Common Council at a previous meeting.
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Attendance. Any Alderperson who intends to be absent from a regular Council meeting
should notify the City Clerk-Treasurer no later than noon preceding the meeting.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11(2), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-11 Special Meetings.

(a)

(b)

Special meetings may be called by the Mayor or by two (2) Alderpersons upon written
notice of the time and purpose thereof to each member of the Common Council delivered
to him/her personally or left at his/her usual place of abode at least six (6) hours before the
meeting. The City Clerk-Treasurer shall cause an affidavit of service of such notice to be
filed in his/her office prior to the time fixed for such special meetings. A special meeting
may be held without such notice when all members of the Common Council are present in
person, or consent in writing to the holding of such a meeting, provided the provisions of
Wisconsin's Open Meeting Law are complied with. If written consent is obtained, it shall
be filed with the City Clerk-Treasurer prior to the beginning of the meeting. Attendance
by any Council member shall be deemed a waiver on his/her part of any defect of notice.
Any special meeting attended by all Alderpersons shall be a regular meeting for the
transaction of any business that may come before such meeting.

Non-governmental parties requesting a special meeting of the Common Council may be
required to pay the actual cost of the meeting or portion thereof.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11(2), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-12 Open Meetings.

Except as provided in Sec. 19.85, Wis. Stats., all meetings of the Common Council, committees
thereof, and boards, committees and commissions, shall be open to the public.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11(3)(c) and Ch. 19, Subch. IV, Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-13 Quorum.

(a)

(b)

A majority of the members-elect of the Common Council shall constitute a quorum, but a
lesser number may adjourn if a majority is not present or compel the attendance of absent
members. The Mayor shall not be counted in computing a quorum. No action shall be
taken unless a quorum is present.

The Common Council may, by a majority vote of those present, adjourn from time to time
to a specific date and hour.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.11(3)(b), Wis. Stats.
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cers.

M shall preside over all meetings of the Common Council.

M President of the Council shall preside. In case of absence

M e Council, the City Clerk-Treasurer shall call the meeting

on present shall be the president pro tem.

Duties. The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum, decide all questions of

order, and conduct the proceedings of the meeting in accordance with the parliamentary

rules contained in Robert's Rules of Order, (Revised), unless otherwise provided by statute

or by these rules. Any member shall have the right to appeal from a decision of the

presiding officer. An appeal shall be sustained by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members

present excluding the Mayor. In the absence of the City Clerk-Treasurer, the presiding
officer shall appoint a clerk pro tem.

State Law Reference: Sec. 62.09(8), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-2-15 Order of Business.

(@)

(b)

Order of Business. At all regular meetings, the order of business shall be according to
the tentative agenda prepared by the City Clerk-Treasurer and distributed to the Mayor and
each member of the Common Council no later than two (2) Fridays preceding the regular
meeting. Members of the Council and City officers desiring a matter to be placed on the
agenda shall submit the same to the City Clerk-Treasurer, who shall be responsible for
agenda preparation and distribution, not later than noon two (2) Mondays before the regular
meeting. Generally, the following order may be observed in the conduct of all meetings
of the Council:

(1) Call to order.

(2) Approval of the agenda.

(3) Approval of the Council meeting minutes.

(4) Payment of bills.

(5) Committee Reports.

(6) Unfinished business.

(7) New business.

(8) Such other matters as are authorized by law.

(9) Adjournment.

Order to be Followed; Citizen Comments. No business shall be taken up out of order
unless by unanimous consent of all aldermen and in the absence of any debate whatsoever.
The Mayor or presiding officer may impose a time limit on the length of time citizens may
address the Common Council.






































































































