


July 10, 2023    CITY OF WASHBURN COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
 
5:30PM    Washburn City Hall & Remote Video Conferencing  
 
City Council Members:  
Present, in-person:  Tom Neimes, Jennifer Maziasz, Jared Trimbo, John Hopkins,  

Mary McGrath, Tracey Snyder, Dave Anderson 
Present, remote:  none 

 
Municipal Personnel: 
Present, in-person:  Mayor Mary D. Motiff, City Administrator Scott J. Kluver,  
 Asst. City Administrator Tony Janisch, City Attorney Max Lindsey, 

Public Works Director Gerry Schuette, Police Chief Ken Johnson 
Present, remote:  none 
 
Absent:   none 
 
Call to Order - Meeting called to order at 5:30pm by Mayor Motiff. Roll call attendance depicted 
six (6) of seven (7) members of the Common Council in attendance. Quorum of the Council 
recognized.  Anderson arriving later, after roll call. 

Approval of Minutes – City Council of June 12, 2023 - A motion was made by Neimes to 
approve the June 12, 2023 minutes of the City Council & Historic Preservation Commission, 
second by Trimbo.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Approval of Expenditures – A motion was made by Neimes to approve the monthly expenditures, 
second by McGrath.  Motion carried unanimously via a roll-call vote.   
 
Public Comment – Jewel Pickert, 17 E. 3rd St., commented about a proclamation that the Mayor 
read at the June 12th Council Meeting, specifically the Community for All Proclamation.  Pickert 
stated that this was about inclusivity and that the Mayor mentioned that this was a hot topic at 
school board meetings and that she read this at the school board meeting.  Pickert continued that 
the Mayor is not in charge of the school board and that school board issues belong at the school 
board meeting not at a city council meeting.  She added that the Mayor is not in charge of lecturing 
Washburn residents about how they should think or feel.  She believed Washburn residents would 
exhibit best behavior, if best behavior was exhibited toward them.  Pickert continued that when 
reading the proclamation, the Mayor singled out older people; while not giving an age, she 
assumed it was anyone older than the Mayor is; and implied that older people were intolerant.  She 
concluded that the US Constitution gives all citizens the freedom of speech, not just special interest 
groups, and that the Constitution supersedes any proclamations. 
 
Mayoral Announcements, Proclamations, Appointments – There were no mayoral 
announcements, proclamations, or appointments.   
 
Discussion & Action on Authorization to Bid Holman Lakeview Drive Stormwater 
Improvement Project – Maziasz moved to approve to authorize bidding for the Holman Lakeview 
Dr. Stormwater Improvement Project, seconded Neimes.  Maziasz commented that improving the 
stormwater system in the City is a good thing.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 



Maziasz made a motion to move the next two items on the agenda, Social Media Policy & Staff 
Serving on Committee/Commission, later in discussion, seconded by Neimes.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Discussion & Action on Resolution #23-013 for DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant Application 
for Campground Expansion – McGrath moved to approve Resolution 2023-013 for support of a 
DNR Grant Application for Campground Expansion, second by Anderson. Hopkins questioned the 
price and asked if yurts were necessary.  Janisch responded that the requested amount was estimated 
based on initial costs from the engineer.  Maziasz commented that the City’s match will likely deplete 
the Parks Outlay funding, which is nice to have for emergency and community needs.  Kluver 
commented that a portion of the project could be funded with the borrowing for the Bayfield Street 
Project.  Discussion continued.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Councilor Anderson arrived to the meeting. 
 
Discussion & Action on Extensions of Street Closure and Relaxation of Open Container for 
Cruise-In at Patsy’s Bar on July 11, 2023 – Tammy DeMars, Petitioner – McGrath moved to 
approve the extension of Street Closure and Relaxation of Open Container request for the Cruise-In 
at Patsy’s, seconded by Neimes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion & Review of Social Media Policy - Anderson stated that he’s asking for a review of the 
employee social media policy and if it’s instep with current standards.  He further asked how other 
governmental agencies handle social media.  Kluver responded that the current policy was provided 
by the labor attorney and that it is similar to what many communities are using.  Anderson asked if 
any employees have been written up for violating.  Kluver answered that it has been brought up to 
employee in the past.  Snyder questioned if this was an appropriate use of Council time.  The Mayor 
answered that this item was requested to be put on the agenda.  Anderson responded that there was 
no need to go through line-by-line, but that he wanted to bring the policy to attention.  Discussion 
continued.  Maziasz moved to request the Personnel/Finance Committee review the Social Media 
Policy, seconded by Neimes.  McGrath added to check with the labor attorney for any changes.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion on Establishment of Policy/Amendment of Ordinances Related to Staff Serving on 
Committees/Commissions/Council – Anderson asked Attorney Lindsey if a municipality can 
prohibit paid staff from serving on committees.  Lindsey responded that the City can do anything 
that is not in conflict with State statutes.  He gave the example that the City cannot prohibit a 
firefighter making less than $25K a year from serving on committees, because this is in State statute; 
and anything not inconsistent with State code that the City could do.  Anderson stated that he brings 
this up because there may be a conflict of interest of paid staff “with skin in the game” may not be 
bringing clear and neutral representation of what the community wants or what’s best for the interests 
of the City.  The Mayor responded that everyone who serves on committees/commissions comes 
with a background & perspective and brings this experience, and that it would be very difficult to 
find people that at completely neutral on all issues.  She continued that she has not seen any conflicts 
of interest; and if there have been, people have been good abstaining on particular issues.  Discussion 
ensued.  Maziasz asked what other communities are doing.  Lindsey responded that larger cities may 
have policies in place but that in Northern Wisconsin no city or municipality has this restriction.  
Anderson encouraged to advise staff that serve on committees/commissions that they are there as a 
citizen representing the City, not as an employee.  The Mayor ended discussion.  
 
 
 
 



Closed Session –   
o   Consideration of Appeal of an Operating License Denial – Frank Means, Petitioner –               
A motion was made by Anderson to go into closed session at 6:32pm pursuant to Wisconsin State 
Statute §19.85(1)(f), to consider the appeal of an Operating License denial – Frank Means, 
Petitioner, second by Neimes. Motion carried unanimously via roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Means addressed Council regarding the denial of his application for an Operator’s License.  
Chief Johnson provided comment.  Discussion occurred.  McGrath moved to grant an Operator’s 
License to Frank Means with the condition that if any new offences occur the license will be 
recalled, seconded Anderson.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Anderson moved to reconvene back to Open Session at 6:41pm, seconded by Neimes.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
Presentation on Open Records/Open Meeting Requirements – Cooper Kohlman, Summer 
Associate with Anich, Wickman & Lindsey S.C law firm, provided a presentation of Wisconsin 
Public Records Law regarding Open Records & Open Meetings.  Kohlman and City Attorney 
Lindsey provided answers to the Council’s questions as the presentation commenced.  
 
Adjourn – Mayor Motiff adjourned the meeting at 7:39 pm. 
 
Tony Janisch 
Assistant City Administrator 
 
  
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 4:30pm 
Committee Member Mary McGrath, Tracey Snyder, Tom Neimes reviewed monthly expenditure 
vouchers. 
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CITY OF WASHBURN 

119 Washington A venue 
P.O. Box 638 
Washburn, WI54891 

CTTYOF 

To:
From:

Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
Scott J. K.luver�kinistrator

715-373-6160
715-373-6161

FAX 715-373-6148 

Re: Public Hearing and Resolution to Approve Vacating Request of 9th Street East Between
Washington Avenue and 3rd Avenue East

Date: July 25, 2023

After the required public hearing, the Council can take action on the resolution to approve the request to
vacate 9th Street East between Washington Avenue and 3rd Avenue East adjacent to Lot 14 of Egan's 
Subdivision of Block 15 in Vaughn's Division ofTownsite of Washburn and Block 40 of the DuPont Park
Addition to the City ofWashbum.
The Plan Commission recommended approval of this vacation during its last meeting.
You will note that the resolution does not retain utility easement rights as there are no utilities or easements 
that exist. Retaining rights in this case would defeat the purpose of vacating as the intention is to change the
lot configuration and build within that area.
Please let me know if you have any questions related to this matter.

The City of Washburn is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 





































_J 

--·1 

-1,, 

_____ f 

-

ii
:

r.i:_, 'II' . . 

_ � '.�THQMl'SONaD ... i ' 

----:,--

--l 

WSMITHRb �
-, 

3 11·�--
i 
§ L--

, ...

'Ci' 

/ 

! 

1--c=-

;i:I' -� !
j!;; .. 
z 

1: -r! .,( l-

I I -

---�1 � -.·'-:':'.:- · .. i'I' ''T""'-"-'--1�--,.,,_,., :+ c.Jj!. 
E 

El T""" � . .. .,-, ..... , • - ,_, 

vv.o;,�,;or

J 

1 
. f··· 

,- - - - �- _:.____l_ 
I -._/ 

I -
I 

c./ 
✓--

CITY OF WASHBURN 

Property Inventory 
♦ 

t lnCh • 400 !eel 

Feature• Other Symbols 

__ City of Waahbum Parcel• L- Approximate Parcel Linn
- City Property Cur.-,tly For Sale City of Washbum Boundary

Roads 

-State County -Town 

FIELD--······ 
LAND 111co•os 

Government Lot Lines
LakN

Rivers and Streams

t-.-.•-·----............. --°" ........... ._. ..... _.,.,.. ... 
.. a, ........ _ ............ -.... -::.=.::=::.:-.,=:':':r-" 









































































































CITY OF WASHBURN 
119 Washington A venue 
P.O. Box 638 
Washburn,WI54891 

CITYOF 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 

From: Scott J. Kluver, inistrator 

715-373-6160
715-373-6161

FAX 715-373-6148 

Re: Acceptance of Bid and Award of Contract for Holman Lakeview Drive Storm water 
Improvement Project/Stormwater Utility Budget Amendment 

Date: August 2, 2023 

Yesterday, three bids were received for the Holman Lakeview Drive Stormwater Improvement Project. The 
lowest responsible bidder was Tyler's Excavating, LLC from Poplar. The bid amount was for $81,250. 

The bid amount was higher than anticipated, by about $20,000. With this project, the City needs to 
purchase the actual pipe, which is estimated to be about $19,000. With the engineering and contingency, I 
will need an additional $10,750. So, the grand total cost of this project is expected to be $111,000. There is 
a budget amendment that would also need to be approved that would take every available cent from the 
Stormwater fund balance $90,000 (savings), and transfer $20,000 from the General Fund balance (savings) 
as a loan to the Stormwater Utility. The last $1,000 would come from within the existing Stormwater 
budget. That is the only way I see being able to pay for this project at this time. 

This project would "do it the correct way" and make sure we do not have stormwater back-up issues 
because of an undersized pipe once the highway project is done, and to make sure we would not need to rip 
up a newly paved Holman Lakeview Drive for years to come to fix it after the fact. This project is not 
anticipated to cause an immediate issue, but one never knows. Delaying the project does add a degree of 
risk. As much as I do not like to stress our various funds like this, I believe it is important to complete this 
project and we will need to work to replenish the Stormwater Utility fund going forward. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

The City of Washburn is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 







CITY OF WASHBURN 
By: 

Mary D. Motiff, Mayor 

Date 

CONTRACTOR 
Tyler's Excavating LLC 
By: Tyler Kauther, Owner 

Scott J. Kluver, Clerk 

Date 

Date 



City of Washburn 
Resolution No. 2023-015 

2023 Storm Water Utility Budget Amendment No. 1 

WHEREAS, the 2023 Storm Water Utility budget was approved prior to determining it was a 
desire to place a larger culvert under Holman Lakeview Drive prior to the DOT paving Holman 
Lakeview Drive as part of the Bayfield Street Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Council has made the upsizing of the culvert under Holman Lakeview Drive a 
priority; 

NOW THEREFORE, The Common Council for the City of Washburn, Wisconsin, acting at its 
monthly meeting of August 7, 2023, resolves to amend the 2023 Stormwater Utility Budget as 
follows: 

Account Number Description 

820-00-49210-000 Transfer from General 
Fund Cash Balance 

820-00-4924 7-000 Fund Cash Balance 

820-00-5 344 3-810 Capital 
Outlay/Bayfield St. 

TOTAL 

STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
) 

COUNTY OF BAYFIELD ) 

Amount 
Amount Approved With 

Approved With Adoption of 2023 
Adoption of the Budget Difference 

2023 Budget Amendment No. 1 

$0 $20,000 $20,000 

$0 $90,000 $90,000 

($40,000) ($150,000) ($110,000) 

($40,000) ($40,000) ($0) 

Mary D. Motiff, Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true, correct and complete copy of Resolution 
2023-015 duly and regularly passed by the Common Council for the City of Washburn on the 7th 

day of August 2023, and that said resolution has not been repealed or amended, and is now in 
full force and effect. 

Scott J. Kluver, Clerk 
Dated this 8th day of August, 2023 



BID  TABULATION 
 
Project:              2023 Holman Lakeview Drive Stormwater                                                                                      
 
Date of Bid Opening:    August 1, 2023                 Time of Bid Opening:             2:00 PM                                                                
 

      
     Contractor  

Bid 
Bond 

 
Bid 

Form 

 
60” PE Storm 
Sewer 
Installation 
Only 

 
60” Metal 

Apron Endwall 
Installation 

Only 

 
Heavy Rip 

Rap w/Type 
HR 100 
Fabric 

 
Geotextile 

Stabilization 
Fabric 

 

Base 
Course 1-
1/4” Dense 

 
Silt Fence 

 
Topsoil, 

Seed, 
Fertilizer 

and Mulch 

 
Salvage 
Existing 
Gravel 

 
Clearing 

and 
Grubbing 

 
Base Bid 

A-1 Excavating  
Spooner WI 
 

Yes Yes $75,000 $6,000 $5,300 $320 $7,560 $400 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $97,580 

 
Jakes Excavating 
Ironwood, MI 

Yes Yes $49,000 $3,600 $7,600 $2,080 $11,340 $600 $2,500 $1,500 $5,500 $83,720 

 
Tyler Excavating 
LLC – Poplar, WI 

Yes Yes $64,900 $2,000 $3,000 $1,000 $7,350 $500 $1,500 $500 $500 $81,250  

 
             

 
             

 
Attendees At Bid Opening: City Admin Scott Kluver; DPW Director Schuette, Jeannie Turner of A-1 Excavating 
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