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NOTICE OF FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING              Monday, March 11, 2024 City Hall 4:30PM  

▪ Committee Review-Monthly Expenditures   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTICE OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING   

Monday, March 11, 2024 Washburn City Hall 5:30 PM 
 

This meeting may have members participating via tele or web conferencing.  Public participants can listen to the proceedings by utilizing a 

computer or smart phone and using the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81506451061?pwd=RGo4Si84R3NZTVQ2SFd0NVRGSEJQZz09 

or by calling 1-888-788-0099 (Toll Free) and entering Webinar ID: 815 0645 1061 with passcode 031124 as opposed to being present for 

the meeting.   
 

AGENDA   

▪ Call to Order/Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 

▪ Approval of Minutes – City Council – February 12, 2024 

▪ Approval of Monthly Expenditures via Roll Call Vote 

▪ Public Comment 

▪ Mayoral Announcements, Proclamations, Appointments 

▪ Public Hearing, Discussion & Action on Omaha Street Special Assessments for Water TAB 1  

▪ Hearing & Action on Determination of Potentially Dangerous Dog Residing at 934 W. Pine St. TAB 2 

▪ Discussion & Action on Request for Dog Breed Exemption – Shannon Perry, Petitioner TAB 3 

▪ Discussion & Action on Amendments to Police Mobile Videorecording Equipment Policy for Body TAB 4 

Cameras  

▪ Discussion & Action on Certified Survey Map Approval for Tax ID 32756 on N. 3rd Ave. E. –             TAB 5 

Irene Blakely, Petitioner      

▪ Presentation of 2023 Library Report – Darrell Pendergrass, Presenter TAB 6 

▪ Presentation, Discussion & Action on Renewal of Lease Agreement of Thompson’s West End Park TAB 7 

   Boat Ramp Area for North Coast Community Sailing- Jacob Kaiser, Petitioner 

▪ Discussion & Action on Selection of Replacement Playground Equipment for Thompsons West End   TAB 8 

   Park and Approval of Funding Plan 

▪ Discussion & Action on Proposed Extension of Lease with Bayfield County for the Hillside  TAB 9  

Communications Tower on Woodland Ave. 

▪ Presentation & Discussion on Room Tax Collections and Expenditures for 2023 – Room Tax  TAB 10 

Commission, Presenter   

▪ Discussion & Action on Sidewalk Between 3rd Avenue East and 8th Avenue East for Phase 2               TAB 11 

Bayfield Street Project            

▪ Discussion & Action on Request for Purchase of UTV for Water and Sewer Utilities TAB 12 

▪ Discussion & Action on Expenditure of Park Designated Fund for Archaeological Study for                 TAB 13 

   Thompsons West End Campground Expansion Project 

▪ Discussion & Action on Proposed ADA Grievance Policy                                                                        TAB 14 

▪ Discussion & Action on Authorization of Notice for Class “A” (Beer) and “Class A” (Liquor) TAB 15  

   licenses to Dolgencorp LLC, dba: Dollar General Store #25335 at 1047 W. Bayfield Street, Jessica  

 Allen – Agent 

▪ Adjourn  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81506451061?pwd=RGo4Si84R3NZTVQ2SFd0NVRGSEJQZz09


February 12, 2024   CITY OF WASHBURN COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
 
5:30PM    Washburn City Hall & Remote Video Conferencing  
 
City Council Members:  
Present, in-person:  Tom Neimes, Jared Trimbo, John Hopkins, Mary McGrath,   
    Jennifer Maziasz, Dave Anderson, Tracey Snyder 
Present, remote:  none 

 
Municipal Personnel: 
Present, in-person: Mayor Mary D. Motiff, City Administrator Scott J. Kluver, Asst. City 

Administrator Tony Janisch, City Attorney Max Lindsey, Public 
Works Director Gerry Schuette, Ambulance Director Jeff Bellile 

Present, remote:  none 
 
Absent:    none 
 
Call to Order - Meeting called to order at 5:32pm by Mayor Motiff. Roll call attendance depicted 
seven (7) of seven (7) members of the Common Council in attendance. Quorum of the Council 
recognized.   

Approval of Minutes – City Council of January 8, 2024 - A motion was made by Neimes to approve 
the January 8, 2024 minutes of the City Council, second by Trimbo.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Approval of Expenditures – A motion was made by Neimes to approve the monthly expenditures, 
second by McGrath.  Motion carried unanimously via a roll-call vote.   
 
Public Comment – Bill Scripps, 228 W4rd St., spoke for support of the upcoming ordinance 
referendum to protect the 16 acres of lakefront from the treat of development.  He mentioned a 
comment made by a council member at a past meeting about clearing all the foliage on the 16 acres.  
He added that the City can have yurts in November if they go through the process and that more time 
is needed to study the City’s finances on the project.  Scripps concluded that this should be controlled 
by all people of Washburn, not just the seven people on Council. 
 

Tom Cogger, Town of Washburn, stated that a Bike Park would be a significant opportunity for the 
City and that the Omaha site would be the best location.   
 

Roth Edwards, 221 W 6th St., stated that the Bike Park is a good option for the City and gives his 
recommendation for the Omaha site.  He continued, questioning two recent City Facebook posts about 
four yurts placed along the lakefront of other comparable locations for property tax income and the 
profit vs cost calculations.  He concluded with reasoning for the proposed ordinance and letting the 
decision go directly to the people.   
 

Jason Holmes, 408 E 4th St., spoke in favor of the Omaha site for a Bike Park.  His children are on the 
NICA team, and they travel to Cable and Hayward to use those facilities, and it would be nice to have 
one close to home. 
 

Harper Hollis-Heidenreich, Ashland, spoke in favor of the Omaha site for a Bike Park.   
 

Axel Swan, Town of Washburn, spoke in favor of the Omaha site for a Bike Park.  
 

Ruth Hulstrom, 303 E 7th St., spoke in support of the Omaha site for a Bike Park, being close to retail 
and food establishments, and that it’s a location that can have more amenities. 
 

Laura Tulowitzky, 419 2nd Ave. E, mentioned that the economics there is a risk with everything, but 
that a Bike Park would provide great community space and its amazing to see the show of support. 
 



Tommy Cogger, Town of Washburn, stated that he is a bike trail builder and that he has seen the 
positive economic impact in communities that have this infrastructure, like Sawyer County.  It will 
increase lodging and retail revenue; and he is in favor of the Omaha location.   
 

Ben Thoen, Town of Bayview, spoke in support of a Bike Park but is learning toward the Lakeshore 
property for the location, to capitalize being on the Lake. 
 

Joe Groshek, Town of Washburn, spoke in support of a Bike Park. 
 

Erin Geraghty, 715 Hillside Dr., spoke in support of a Bike Park and the Omaha location, because it is 
central to the schools. 
 

Simone Valandre, 423 W. Pine St., spoke in favor of a Bike Park for kids at the Omaha site, not at the 
lakefront site.  She then asked if there could be housing and a bike park at that location. 
 

David Bratley, 420 2nd Ave. E, stated that the Bike Park is a great idea and likes the Omaha site, and 
that the 16 acres along the lakefront is good for other types of recreation. 
 
Mayoral Announcements, Proclamations, Appointments - The Mayor stated that another application 
for funding for the housing project next the nursing home has been submitted and we will know in May 
if funding is awarded.  She next invited the Beautification Committee Chair to give an update. 
 
o Report from Beautification Committee - Karen Novachek, Chair of the ad-hoc Beautification 

Committee, provided an update to Council. The community survey received over 400 respondents.  
Two community meetings will be held March 14th, 6:30pm and March 16th, 10:00am, at The Club.    

 
Public Hearing, Discussion & Action on Bayfield Street Special Assessments for Sewer; AND 
Discussion & Action on Preliminary Resolution 24-005 for Special Assessments for Omaha Street 
for Water – Anderson moved to open Public Hearing, seconded by McGrath.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  No public comments were received.  Anderson moved to close Public Hearing, seconded 
by Neimes.  Motion carried unanimously.    McGrath moved to approve the Special Assessments for 
Bayfield St. at the same interest rate of the City with a five (5) year payment plan; seconded by Snyder.  
Discussion occurred.  Motion carried unanimously.  McGrath moved to approve Resolution 24-005 for 
the Special Assessments for Omaha St.; seconded by Neimes.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Presentation on Goose Control Services Provided by the USDA – David Ruid, District 
Supervisor/Certified Wildlife Biologist – David Ruid, USDA, spoke about varies methods of goose 
control.  Discussion included the methods the City has implemented, and new methods like a Round Up, 
which is removing the geese when they are molting and the associated costs.  Hopkins moved to open 
floor, seconded by Maziasz.  Motion carried unanimously.  David Bratley spoke regarding his 
observations of geese at West End Park over his life, when they were prevalent, when not and what the 
terrain was like.  McGrath moved to close the floor, seconded by Neimes.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Discussion & Action On TIF Funding Request for Lost Apostle Brewery Project – Badger Colish, 
Lost Apostle Brewery, stating that a condition of the loan agreement with the bank is that he receive TIF 
funding to assist with the project.  Dave Wierzba, WEDC, added that Colish will be receiving CBI and 
SAG funding, which support redevelopment of downtown areas, as well as Entrepreneur Funding for 
small business in Northern Wisconsin; and the TIF funding would assist with the development of the 
project.  Anderson moved to approve $250,000 TID#3 funding with a Pay as you Go arrangement, 
seconded by Trimbo.  Discussion occurred regarding the arrangement and conditions of TIF funding, as 
well as timelines for construction and opening.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion & Action on Location for Proposed for Bike Park – McGrath moved to approve the 
Omaha St. property for the location of a Bike Park, seconded by Anderson.  Discussion ensued, including 
past housing development plans for the site and if housing could be added.  Charmaine Swan, Washburn 
on Wheels, stated that IMBA, the consultant, was only looking at aspects and location of a Bike Park, 



and that there were 50 people outside before the meeting that are in support of a Bike Park.  The Mayor 
added this this does fit with the brand of the City.  Discussion continued.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
Discussion & Action on Goals and Objectives for 2024 – The Mayor provided an overview of the 2023 
goals along with the 2024 goals and day-to-day tasks at City Hall.  Neimes moved to approve the 2024 
Goals, seconded by Snyder.  Discussion occurred, including sidewalks throughout the City, as well as 
sidewalks along Bayfield St. for the Phase 1 & Phase 2 projects.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion & Action on Placement of Temporary Weight Limits and Restriction of Parking on 
Phase 1 Bayfield Street Project Detour Route – Public Works Director Schuette provided reasoning 
for weight limits and parking restrictions for the Detour Route.  McGrath moved to approve Temporary 
Weight Limits & Restrictions of Parking on the Phase 1 Bayfield Street Project Detour Route, seconded 
by Neimes. Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Discussion & Action on Approval of Change Order with Jakes Excavating & Landscaping LLC 
for Private Lead Service Line Replacements and Associated Restoration Work on Bayfield Street 
Phase 1 – McGrath moved to approve the Chage Order with Jakes Excavating & Landscaping LLC for 
private lead service line replacements and associated restoration works on Bayfield St. Phase 1, seconded 
by Neimes.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Discussion & Action on Structure Moving Route/Permit from 738 E. Memorial Park Drive - 
Bakobii, LLC, Petitioner – Director Schuette provided a third option for a route to move the structure, 
and that this could occur on Feb. 20th.   McGrath moved to approve Route #3 for the relocation of the 
Bakobii structure, seconded by Neimes.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Discussion & Action on Street Closures Request (Harbor View Dr., Holman Lakeview Dr., S. 6th 
Ave W., and Lake Dr.) for Bike Across the Bay on February 18, 2024 – North Coast Cycling  
Association, Petitioner – Asst. City Administrator Janisch stated that he was told before the meeting 
that the Bike Across the Bay event was being cancelled due to the poor winter weather conditions, and 
that no street closure action was needed. 
 
Closed Session –  
o Personnel Matters – Evaluation of the City Administrator – A motion was made by Trimbo to go 

into closed session at 8:14PM pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute §19.85(1) (c), for evaluation of the 
City Administrator, following which the Council may reconvene in open session to take any action that 
may be necessary on the closed session items, second by Neimes. Motion carried unanimously via roll 
call vote.   

 
Adjourn – Mayor Motiff adjourned the meeting at 8:55pm. 
 
Tony Janisch 
Assistant City Administrator 
 
  
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 4:30pm 
Committee Members Tom Neimes, and Mary McGrath reviewed monthly expenditure vouchers. 
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CITY OF WASHBURN 
119 Washington Avenue 
P.O. Box 638 
Washburn, WI54891 

CllYOF 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 

Kl S�dL .. From: 

Re: 

Date: 

Scott J. uver, A m1mstrator 

Police Policy Modification for Body Cameras 

February 23, 2024 

715-373-6160
715-373-6161

FAX 715-373-6148 

Enclosed you will find the highlighted modifications to the Police Mobile Videorecording Equipment 
departmental policy to accommodate new body cameras. Please let Chief Johnson or I know if you have 
any questions related to these changes. I recommend approval. 

The City of Washburn is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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